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Norwegian Mice of the Genera Mus 
and Apodemus. 
By 


EUGENE. O’ MAHONY 


hrough the kindness of Director Alf Wollebe#k I have been 

able to examine the Norwegian material of the genera Mus 
and Apodemus in the collection of the Zoologisk Museum, Oslo. 
This consisted of 131 study skins of three species, Mus spicilegus 
spicilegus Petényi, Apodemus sylvaticus sylvaticus Linné and 
Apodemus flavicollis flavicollis Melchior. Mus musculus Linné 
was not represented. 

Mus spicilegus and Apodemus flavicollis do not appear 
to be recorded as Norwegian species, and in the present collec- 
tion were confused with Mus musculus and Apodemus sylvaticus 
respectively. 


Apodemus flavicollis flavicollis Mel. 


There is a lot of variation in skins of this species, parti- 
cularly on the under surface, which in all other specimens I have 
examined is white with a buff spot on the breast. In two of the 
skins from “Vang Valdres, December 15th, 1909” there is a 
streak of buff along the middle of the ventral surface and in 
another from “Koppang, Osterdalen, November 7th, 1886” the 
whole under surface is washed over with buff, very little of the 
white showing, this latter specimen may be unique, I know of 
no record of this variety being found before. 

The dorsal surface of Norwegian specimens is darker than 
that of a Swedish example in my collection, there being a greater 
amount of the long black hairs present. This is especially 
noticable on the head and sides. 

Unfortunately there are no measurements given on the labels 
of any of the skins, the following average lengths are taken 
from a “Catalogue of the Mammals of Western Europe” by 


ULI 
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G. 8S. Miller (published by the British Museum (Natural History) 
in 1912). 
Head and body 98.8 mm. Tail 100.38. Hind foot 25.5. 


Kar 17.5. 
Apodemus sylvaticus sylvaticus L. 


The specimens of this species contained in the collection 
were fairly typical though somewhat darker than British and 
Irish skins with which I compared them. Three skins from 
‘“Hallingdal, September 30th, 1909” had the greater portion of 
the under surface washed over with buffy, as in the Osterdalen 
example of flavicollis above mentioned, and a number of others 
were similarly marked, but to a lesser extent. 

The line of demarkation between the light and dark areas 
is very irregular and the pectoral spot somewhat indefinite. 

Average measurements, Head and body 97 mm. Tail 83.7. 
Hind foot 22.38. Ear 15.5. (Miller). 

Mus spicilegus spicilegus Pet. 

The skins of this species were typical and call for no special 
remarks, the average measurements are Head and body 85 mm. 
Tail 66. Hind foot 16.5. Ear 12. (Miller). 

The following key will be of use in separating the two 
species of Apodemus: 

Size larger, Hind foot usually more than 24 mm, Condylobasal 


length of skull 25-=29 mm. .0.) cs Gi ya 
Size smaller, Hind foot 22—-23 mm, Condylobasal 
length of skull 22—-24 mm. .° /-% @ 2) sylpaners 


The larger hind foot will separate the young of flavicollis 
from sylvaticus. 
The following key, which is taken from Miller, will separate 
the species of Mus: 

I. Tail usually longer than head and body, the under colour 
greyish and not contrasted with that of the sides or back; 
hind foot usually 18—20 mm, Condylobasal length of the 
skull usually 20—22 mm . . -.. musculus iy 

II. Tail usually shorter than the head ea body, 
under colour whitish and contrasted with that 
of the sides and back, hind foot 15—16 mm, 

Condylobasal length of the skull 19—20 mm spicilegus Pet. 
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I find that in mostly all the skins of Mus spicilegus that I 
have examined there is a distinct “lining” of darker hairs that 


serve te separate this species from musculus. 


Cranial measurements of the three species, taken in mm. 


Mus s.spicilegus 
Lyngdal, 
Numedal 


Condylobasal length... 
Zygomatic breadth .... 


Interorbital construction 4.5 
Breadth of brain case . 12 
Depth of brain case... 8 
NEE 6 nee 9.5 
DORE GHTR an See 6.5 
WWESERLUD Ocaucestte susssne-2 010 6 is 
Mandibular tooth row.. 3.75 
Maxillary tooth row ... 3.75 


Apodemus 
s. sylvaticus 
Gausdal, 
April 16th, 1909 | July 19th, 1906 | October 2th, 1900 


Apodemus 


f. flavicollis 


Asker 
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